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The Yamim Nora’im — the Days of Awe, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur — are all about this 
process of teshuvah, of turning and returning, of “coming back.” Sometimes it’s turning away 
from a habit or behavior we know is wrong. Other times it’s returning to the self we know we’re 
meant to be. And still other times, it’s cyclical, taking 
note of how we return to similar situations, dynamics, 
encounters, and relationships again and again. How 
can we “come back” to these moments differently, 
instead of repeating the patterns that ultimately hurt us 
and others, leaving us less happy, less fulfilled, and less 
holy? How can we “come back” and respond differently 
this time?

Life in the summer of 2021 looks very different than 
we could have imagined — we’ve all been changed by 
the last few years. As we return to “normal,” how have 
our pandemic lives made us more compassionate, 
thoughtful, and dedicated to creating a more just world? 
How are we going to “come back” to familiar moments 
and places, and do better this time?

The High Holidays will help us with this spiritual journey if we let them, as will the month of 
Elul, the Hebrew month which precedes them. We hope you’ll join us for study and prayer 
in the lead-up to Rosh Hashanah, and learn more about how we plan to make these High 
Holidays safe and meaningful for you and your family. And then, we hope you’ll get ready to 
come back.

“Blessed are You, ADONAI our God, who has kept us alive, sustained us, 
and brought us to this moment.”

We’ve recited the Shehecheyanu so many times in these past few 
months, as we’ve returned slowly but surely to in-person Shabbat 
services and daily minyan, to classes and meetings, to coffee dates and 
events. Each time we’ve recited this blessing, we’ve found ourselves 
returning back to a familiar activity, slightly different than we were the 
last time we were together.

It’s not just the masks and vaccinations that make things different this 
time, nor is it just the social distancing, or the awkwardness around 
whether or not we can shake or hug or do an “elbow bump.” This 
process of returning — of coming back somewhat changed to the 
same moments again and again — is at the crux of the High Holiday 
experience. We’ve noticed and explored this process for at least two 
millennia before we’d ever heard of COVID.

A Thought Before the Days of Awe
From Rabbi Hillel Skolnik and Rabbi Alex Braver
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High Holiday 5782  
COVID-19 Procedures

Please take the time to carefully read the following information about our High Holiday 5782 
COVID-19 procedures. The clergy, staff, and lay leadership have worked long and hard to balance 
our desire to pray and gather “normally” with the sacred responsibility of keeping us and our 
children safe.

We will adjust the capacity according to the latest CDC guidelines. Advance registration will be 
required and can be done at https://bit.ly/5782TIHHRegistration.

Masks worn over the face and nose and social distancing will be required at all times.

Proof of vaccination is required for anyone entering the building who is of eligible age.

• You may submit a photo of your card in advance of the holidays with your registration  
or show your card to a TI staff member or lay leader at any of our in-person events.

• You may also show your card as you enter the building for services on the  
High Holidays. To avoid a long line, we recommend submitting it ahead of time.

• Unvaccinated children not yet of age to receive the vaccine may attend services, with 
adult supervision.

Children are warmly welcomed and encouraged to attend all our services. However, due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, we cannot offer babysitting this year. Parents will be responsible for 
supervising their children during all services, and we hope you will also attend our Family Service  
in the afternoon as well.

Our main & family services will be live streamed. Main services will be produced at the same 
quality of our services last year. 

We are aware and understand that some in our congregation might find themselves disappointed 
with our continued restrictions. With the Delta variant making its way through our country, cases 
again on the rise, and our younger school-age children not yet eligible for the vaccine, we have 
continually chosen a more cautious approach. If that upsets you, we’ll take this early opportunity to 
ask your forgiveness ahead of Yom Kippur. We also ask you to understand in your heart the heavy 
burden we carry in creating a safe opportunity for people to gather this High Holiday season.

“how have our 
pandemic lives made us 

more compassionate, 
thoughtful, and 

dedicated to creating 
a more just world? 

How are we going to 
‘come back’ to familiar 

moments and places, and 
do better this time?”

Accessible Parking
Please contact Joy Contreras at 614-928-3291 or jcontreras@tiferethisrael.org to request accessible 
parking. Since accessible parking is limited, it will be provided on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
Requests are due by Tuesday, August 31. 



 
Erev Sukkot    
Monday, September 20/14 Tishrei
Erev Sukkot Services    6:00 pm
Rabbi walks into a Sukkah   6:30 pm
Yom Tov Begins / Light Candles        7:13 pm

Sukkot Day 1     
Tuesday, September 21/15 Tishrei
Morning Services    9:00 am
Skolnik Family Sukkah Celebration 4:00 pm
Mincha @ the Skolnik’s   5:30 pm
Yom Tov Continues / Light Candles 8:10 pm

Sukkot Day 2    
Wednesday, September 22/16 Tishrei
Morning Services    9:00 am
Mincha     5:30 pm
Yom Tov Ends / Havdalah   8:09 pm

Chol HaMoed Sukkot   
Sunday, September 26/20 Tishrei
Mini Golf & Pizza in the Hut          12:30 pm

 
Hoshana Rabbah/Erev Shemini Atzeret  
Monday, September 27/21 Tishrei 
Hoshanah Rabbah Services  7:15 am
Mincha / Shemini Atzeret                         6:00 pm
      Evening Service     
Yom Tov Begins / Light Candles  7:02 pm

Shemini Atzeret/Yizkor  
Tuesday, September 28/22 Tishrei
Morning Services with Yizkor  9:00 am
Mincha     6:00 pm
Lailah Tov     6:00 pm
Ma’ariv and Simchat Torah Dancing / 6:30 pm
     Unroll the Scroll
Yom Tov Continues / Light Candles 7:59 pm

 
Simchat Torah   
Wednesday, September 29/23 Tishrei
Morning Services     9:00 am
Mincha     5:30 pm 
Yom Tov Ends / Havdalah   7:59 pm

Yom Kippur Mindfulness 
Meditation and Chair Yoga 
Thursday, September 16  @ 4:00 pm
Take a break between morning and afternoon 
services with some quiet guided meditation, gentle 
stretching, and chair yoga led by Beth Brown.

Yom Kippur N’ilah  
“Candlelight” Procession
Thursday, September 16 @ 6:40 pm
All children are invited to gather outside the 
sanctuary to participate in a flashlight procession 
to mark the close of Yom Kippur. Sponsored by 
Tifereth Israel Men’s Club.

Skolnik Family Sukkah Celebration   
 
Tuesday, September 21 @ 4:00 - 6:00 pm
Join the TI community in the Skolnik family Sukkah  
(South of Broad Street on South Roosevelt) for  
snacks, games and more. Followed by Mincha and  
Ma’ariv. RSVPs required at  
bit.ly/SkolnikSukkahOpenHouse5782.

Simchat Torah Dancing &  
Unroll the Scroll
Tuesday, September 28 @ 6:30 pm
Celebrate Simchat Torah with your Tifereth family  
as we dance with the Torah and unroll the entire  
scroll! Calling all post & upcoming B’nei Mitzvah 
students to join us to read a verse from your maftir 
aliyah! RSVPs requested at bit.ly/SimchatTorah5782.
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Due to social distancing requirements and space considerations, there will be no Yachad alternative 
service this year. Instead, elements of the “downstairs service” — including some special melodies, 
creative readings, and lay-led sections — will be integrated into the main service.

 
 
 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Monday, September 6/29 Elul 
Musical Prelude to the High Holidays  5:00 pm
Services      5:30 pm
Yom Tov Begins / Light Candles   7:36 pm

Rosh Hashanah Day 1  
Tuesday, September 7/1 Tishrei
Main Services     8:30 am
Boker Tov Rosh Hashanah (5 & under) 10:00 am
Rosh Hashanah Family Service       2:00 pm
Tashlich Service/Mincha (Franklin Park) 3:30 pm
Tashlich Service (Fenway Pond)     4:00 pm
Yom Tov Continues / Light Candles    8:34 pm 

Rosh Hashanah Day 2  
Wednesday, September 8/2 Tishrei
Main Services      8:30 am
Mincha, Nosh & Ma’ariv          7:30 pm 
Havdalah                8:32 pm

Cemetery Memorial Services 
Sunday, September 12/6 Tishrei
Old Cemetery      2:30 pm
Columbus Community COVID Memorial Service 
(New Cemetery)               3:00 pm
New Cemetery        following community service  

Erev Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre   
Wednesday, September 15/9 Tishrei
Mincha      6:15 pm
Kol Nidre Services     6:45 pm
Yom Tov Begins / Light Candles   7:21 pm

Yom Kippur 
Thursday, September 16/10 Tishrei
Main Services (with Yizkor Service)  9:00 am
Boker Tov Yom Kippur (5 & under)         10:00 am
Yom Kippur Family Service             2:30 pm
Mindfulness Meditation & Chair Yoga       4:00 pm
Mincha (with second Yizkor Service)  5:15 pm
N’ilah       6:40 pm
Ma’ariv / Havdalah     8:19 pm 

High Holiday Services 5782

Selichot
Saturday, August 28
Teaching by Rabbi Skolnik @ 9:15 pm. Communal 
dressing of Torah scrolls in white High Holiday 
covers @ 10:15 pm. Selichot Services introducing 
the High Holiday liturgy @ 10:30 pm.

Erev Rosh Hashanah  
Musical Prelude
Monday, September 6 @ 5:00 pm
Special musical program featuring clergy and 
members of the congregation.

 
 
 
Boker Tov/Lailah Tov
Tuesday, September 7 @ 10:00 am and 
Thursday, September 16 @ 10:00 am
Erev Simchat Torah on Tuesday, September 28 @ 
6:00 pm
Exciting hands-on experience of song and  
movement for children five and under and their 
grown-ups.

Musical Family Service
Tuesday, September 7 @ 2:00 pm and 
Thursday, September 16 @ 2:30 pm
An engaging musical experience for families 
of all kinds with school-age children, including 
accessible selections from the traditional prayer 
service along with innovative reflections, stories, 
and activities led by Cantor Laurel Barr.

Main services & family services will be livestreamed. 
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Tashlich Services 
Tuesday, September 7 @ 3:30 pm at Franklin Park 
Tuesday, September 7 @ 4:00 pm at Fenway Pond
Ritually cast our sins away with breadcrumbs (or 
birdseed!) in a body of water followed by Mincha. 
Parking available at Franklin Park off Olmsted road 
behind the pond.

Mini Golf & Pizza in the Hut
Sunday, September 26 @ 12:30 - 2:00 pm
Free and welcome to all! Grab a golf club and a 
slice of pizza. Free and welcome to all! RSVPs 
requested at bit.ly/TISukkotOpen5782. 
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High Holiday Honors
An important and meaningful way to enrich your High Holiday 
experience and support our community is to accept or donate a High 
Holiday honor, such as an aliyah or p’ticha (ark opening). Whether 
this has been a longstanding family tradition, or if you’ve never had a 
High Holiday honor before, please consider exploring this incredible 
opportunity by contacting Sheila Chodosh at 614-736-8713  or 
sheilachodosh@gmail.com.

Synagogue Safety & Security
Please help us keep our community safe and secure during the High 
Holidays. Tifereth Israel takes the comfort and safety of its members 
and guests very seriously. We ask that you please cooperate with our 
security officers monitoring the synagogue throughout the holidays. 
Backpacks, briefcases, cameras, recording devices, and/or large 
bags will not be allowed into the building. All bags and personal 
items are subject to search. If an item is deemed inappropriate, you 
will be asked to return it to your car. Please be prepared to provide 
identification, if asked. No weapons of any kind are permitted, except 
as authorized by the Board of Trustees. Please park in designated 
areas only and leave the driveway clear at all times except for drop-
off and pick-up. Thank you for your cooperation and help creating a 
safe and welcoming house of worship.
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Registration - No Passes This Year 

This year we are able to offer in-person services with limited seating 
due to the ongoing pandemic. This means we will be requiring 
registration in advance, so that we can have an accurate headcount 
and remain within a safe capacity for our space. Once you are 
registered, we will include your name on our roster to be checked in 
during the holidays. There will be no passes mailed out this year. 
 
Please visit https://bit.ly/5782TIHHRegistration to register, or call 
the synagogue office. Submit one registration per family unit. 
Families may also include in their registration other immediate family 
members who are not Tifereth Israel members but who plan on 
attending with them.

Non-member guests are welcome to register for any and all services, 
but please be aware that, unfortunately, our seating is limited, and 
priority will be given to Tifereth Israel members if we surpass our 
safe-capacity limits. We hope you’ll join us via livestream, or at some 
of our less-crowded services.

Holiday 
Office 
Closings

Monday, September 6
Labor Day

Tuesday, September 7 & 
Wednesday, September  8
Rosh Hashanah

Wednesday, September 15
@ 1:00 pm
Erev Yom Kippur

Thursday, September 16 
Yom Kippur

Monday, September 20
@ 3:00 pm 
Erev Sukkot

Tuesday September 21 & 
Wednesday, September 22
Sukkot

Monday, September 27
@ 3:00 pm 
Erev Shemini Atzeret

Tuesday, September 28 & 
Wednesday, September 29
Shemini Atzeret and 
Simchat Torah

Emails, phone messages, 
and tweets will not be seen 
or heard during the holidays. 
If there is an emergency, 
please contact a member of 
the clergy team directly.

Guest Admission
Since our space is unfortunately limited this year, priority will be given to members & their families if we 
run out of room. Non-members and guests of members are invited to attend High Holiday services at 
Tifereth Israel at no charge. Immediate family members from out-of-town will be considered as part of 
each member’s family unit when registering for services.

Become part of the Tifereth Israel Family
We hope you’ll consider becoming part of our Tifereth Israel family and support the synagogue’s 
work year-round. Tifereth Israel is committed to ensuring all who are interested in being a part of our 
community are welcomed with open arms and no one, of any age or background, is ever turned away 
due to financial hardship. For those age 29 and under, membership is free. New members age 30 to 39 
also receive their first year of membership at no cost. For more information about becoming a member, 
please contact Member Liaison Joy Contreras at 614-928-3291 or jcontreras@tiferethisrael.org. For 
more information, please contact Joy Contreras at 614-928-3291 or jcontreras@tiferethisrael.org.
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Invest in Our Community

Do you love the JCC? Do you have a loved one at Heritage 
House? Did Jewish Family Services help you or someone 
you know? Find a way to support the local Jewish 
community in ways that matter to you. You can also 
support interfaith efforts, like B.R.E.A.D. or one of Central 
Ohio’s other fine charities.

Kol Nidre Appeal Help our community continue to create joyful spiritual 
experiences year round by supporting our major 
fundraiser, at whatever level you are able.

Life and Legacy 

Join 30+ Tifereth Israel families who have committed 
to supporting a strong Jewish future by making a non-
binding commitment to include our community in your 
will, trust, retirement account, or life insurance policy. 
For more information, contact Laura Moskow Sigal at 
lmsigal@tiferethisrael.org or 614-928-3269.

Israel Bonds Support the many great projects and programs that 
benefit all people living in Israel. 

Our Columbus 
Agencies &  
Organizations
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Prepare for the High Holidays
Days of Awe Classes
Wednesday, August 11 @ 12:00 pm  l  Lunch & Learn Beyond Streaming with Cantor Chomsky

Tuesday, August 17 @ 6:30 pm  l  Dinner Drinks & Drash Do We Really Believe in the Books of Life  
and Death? with Rabbi Braver

Wednesday August, 25 @ 12:00 pm  l  Lunch & Learn High Holiday Torah & Haftarah Readings  
with Rabbi Berman

Tuesday, August 31 @ 6:30 pm  l  Dinner, Drinks & Drash Telling the Story of Our Year with  
Rabbi Skolnik

 
High Holiday Reflections - Shuvah: “Coming Back” 
Check out our Facebook and Instagram pages for reflections from community members, staff, and 
clergy on what it means to “come back” this High Holiday season. We’ll also be sharing weekly  
Rosh Hashanah recipes from the community!
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F.A.Q.
Why do I need to show proof of vaccination?

With a congregation of our size, and increased attendance at High Holiday Services, vaccination is key 
to our ability to maintain a safe prayer environment for all of us. With the health of so many people in 
our hands, we feel it is our responsibility to ensure that anyone who enters the building (of eligible age) 
has been properly vaccinated. This has been our consistent policy since returning to in-person Shabbat 
services earlier this summer.

If we’re all vaccinated, why do I need to wear a mask?

First and foremost, we want to protect our children who are still ineligible to be vaccinated, as well as 
immunocompromised members of our congregation for whom vaccination is not enough to prevent 
infection. In addition, the CDC and Franklin County have recently encouraged all people, those who are 
vaccinated included, to wear masks in public, especially in indoor spaces. With this many people in one 
room, and with the heavy responsibility of ensuring our collective health, wearing a mask seems like a 
small but necessary sacrifice for our communal well-being. Finally, we know that COVID-19 variants are 
emerging, and may be more infectious and/or more serious. We don’t know where things will stand in 
September, and so taking this additional step feels prudent.

How will decisions be made about who can attend services?

If and when we are faced with the difficult decision of asking people to watch the livestream from home, 
priority will be given to members in good standing (including immediate family visiting from out of town) 
as well as to people with a role on the bimah in that particular service. If the number of members in good 
standing seeking to attend in person exceeds our maximum capacity, availability will be determined by 
random selection.Those who have not yet become official parts of our Tifereth Family are welcome to 
register for services as well, and we will offer those spaces as available. If you’d like to learn more about 
membership at Tifereth Israel, please call Joy Contreras at jcontreras@tiferethisrael.org or  
614-928-3291.

How will the Family Service take place this year?

In order to offer a socially distanced opportunity that is not subject to weather, our Musical Family 
Service will take place in the sanctuary AFTER the Main Service. Due to COVID restrictions, there will be 
NO babysitting provided during any of the High Holiday services.

How can I make sure I get to attend Yizkor in-person?

In addition to the Yom Kippur morning Yizkor service after the sermon, we will also be offering a second 
afternoon Yizkor service during Mincha. Please see our services schedule for more information.

Will there be an Alternative Service?

Unfortunately, our building does not have a space aside from the Main Sanctuary that can accommodate 
the Alternative Service while still maintaining proper social distancing. Sadly, we will not be conducting an 
Alternative Service this year. Instead, Rabbis Skolnik and Braver will be leading our Main Service together. 
Elements of the “downstairs service” — including some special melodies, creative readings, and lay-led 
sections — will be integrated into the Main Service.

Mahzor pickup
Mahzors will once again be available for Tifereth Israel members to borrow for the High Holidays. We’ll 
have them available at the picnic on Sunday, August 15 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm at the Zusman pavilion 
behind the JCC. Other opportunities include: Tuesdays and Thursdays starting Tuesday, August 10 from 
3:30 - 5:30 pm inside the synagogue and we’re hoping to be at the New Albany JCC on Sunday, August 
22 from 10:30 am - 12:00 pm for a drive-thru.



1354 East Broad Street, Columbus, OH 43205 • 614-253-8523 • tiferethisrael.org

To create your Jewish legacy contact: Laura Moskow Sigal, Executive Director

lmsigal@tiferethisrael.org • 614.928.3269 • www.tiferethisrael.org


